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Glowing pork

Chinese scientists have
1ed a pig that glows fiuo-
sent green when placed un-
an ultraviolet light. And

/ that cloned piggy has

sed its propensity for posi-
pretentiousness on to two
s 11 piglets.

The sclentists say this is

! of an experiment that will
ntually produce trans-
ttable parts from pigs to
1ans. We're not buying it.
think it's a plot by Oscar
1er to make its pork hot

18 easier to spot in the gro-
1 store refricerator. e
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MICKEY MOUSE EARS adorn "Paradise,” one of the figures in Wanxin Zhang's “Contemporary Warrior” exhibit at the Bedford Gallery in Walnut Creek.

Building a battalion out of clay

Artist’s vision of terra-cotta warriors takes shape

By Robert Taylor
y STAFY WRITER EX HI BIT
ANXIN ZHANG PREVIEW
;ﬁi ‘:g e}?‘é 5 ?frit B WHAT. “Contemporary Warrior:
lewid the ol Modegn Day Tomb Soidiers by
Wanxin Zhang"

sands of terra-
cotta figures unearthed at the tomb
of China’s first emperor.

But while pondering the so-
called “eighth wonder of the
world,” he saw more than art
and history.

He imagined the lives of the
estimated 700,000 workers con-
scripted into service to build the
tomb and create the clay army,
complete with horses, to protect
emperor Qin Shi Huang in the
afterlife. :

He thought of the workers who

B WHERE: Bedord Gallery, Losher
Center for the Ang, Civic Drive at
Locust Street, Walnut Creek

B WHEN: Sunday through March

9. Noon-5 p.m. Tuesdays-Sundays, -
6-8 p.m. Thursdays-Saturdays and
during performances In the Lesher
Center.

B HOW MUCH: $3 general; $2
youths 13-17, free for children 12
and younget. Free for all on Tues-
days and for ticketholders to
Lasher Center events cn the tick-
sted date.

were entombed with the emperor m"gd?g;;ffﬁf; :,::;e on
bt than 2,000 years ago. : the artist at www wanxinzhang.com,
e saw the terra-cotta war- : H ® EVENTS: Openi ot
riors not as a grandiose artistic Ao it i mﬁvﬁ,,nes‘s HESQ}QEF{SGSS,’,'&EQ
?rig‘eeé';?fﬁ’ih t";“t;eaexg’e‘;l;;‘sci; ZHANG says he was influenced by artists Peter Voulkos and the dragons and refreshments, 3.5
China's Cultural Revolution @te Robert Arneson while studying art in San Francisco. p.m. Sunday, $3. i

“Culture + Cocktalls,” with enter-
tainment, 6-8 p.m. Feb. 7, $7, ages
2iandolder.

"Art Morning,” coffee, pastries and

when he was growing up.
“To revitalize these warriors An exhibit of Zhang's “con- clustered in a display and arrayed
has always been my dream as an temporary warriors” opens Sun- along a semicircular wall,
artist,” Zhang says, day at the Bedford Gallery in Wal- They are vaguely inspired by
And in his hands, his clay, his nut Creek. Nine of them are more  the Qin dynasty figures but with
i i e kiln — his new life as an artist in  than 6 feet tall, dramatically spot-  a contemporary twist, including
.DETOQR; !'ke Z ang s other  America — the warriors would no  lighted in the center of the gallery, RV
figures, is uniquely detailed. longer be slaves., with nearly 20 other sculptures See ZHANG, Page 2
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Zhang

FROM PAGE 1 A
a Mshawk haxrcut surfboard and

Mickey Mouse ears. “My war-

riors have in them the essences

of you, me and everyone,” Zhang
says in his statement for the ex-

hibit brochure. :
~ His warriors also owe a debt
to- Bay Area artists Robert Arne-

son and Peter Voulkos, who dra-

matically expanded the possibil-

ities of ceramics as an art
medium just before Zhang ar-

rived in San Francisco in 1992 to
- attend art school. It was the ce-

ramic side of California’s “funk |

art” movement from the 1960s

— and Zhang's work might be

“NEW COMER,” fired clay with
glaze, is part of Wanxin Zhang'’s

its international extension.
“Arneson died the year I came
here,” Zhang said as the exhibit
was b;emg set up at the Bedford
this week, “But I spent a couple
of weeks working with Voulkos.
People call him ‘clay father.”””
Zhang, who lives in San Fran-

cisco’s Sunset District and now

teaches sculpture, said that Bay

Area artists helped him realize

he could turn clay into art.
“In China there were fine art
SChOOlb and craft schools,” he said,

but no way for his kind of ceramic

sculpture to be considered art.
“Voulkos broke the boundary be-
tween fine art and craft.”

His Bay Area experience also
freed him to make his work his

own. That's immediately evident

in his contemporary warriors,
who are both ancient and mod-

ern, heroic and comic, stately

and rough-hewn. And all tmged-

- with mystery.

“So far, he has made more

than 100 of the figures, with ti-

tles stich as “Mom,” “Nearsighted

exhibit “Contemporary Warrior:
Modern Day Tomb Soldiers,” on

display at the Bedford Gallery.

and “Detour. ” At the age of 48,

after 15 years in the United
States (and seven years as a cit-
izen), he pldns to contmue the-
series forever.

“It will be my lireiéng progect 2

he declares on his Web site,
- WWW, wanxmzhang com, “repre-'
senting the world I see through
- an artistic kaleidoscope.”
As the exhibit was bemg in
stalled, Zhang pomted to the

sculpture “Paradise” (with blue-

an example of his technique.

on the surface, he said with a

smﬂe “As an artxst I have the au-

:’thority to do whdtever I want

‘But he doesn’t want to explain

“too much in wall texts, gallery

and-red Mickey Mouse ears) as :
_tors to have then' OWn defimtum :

As Zhang pointed out details ' o o

of one of the towering sculptures,

with its graffitilike calligraphy

labels and essays. “I want visi-

he said.

Reach Robert Tlay or at 925- o
977-8428 or rtaylor@bayarea
newsgroup com .
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